CHAPTER XI

M. Louis Madelin quotes Danton's words,
saying: "The Republic existed in men's minds
twenty years before its proclamation." Words
that applied to certain quarters of Paris and certain
provincial towns, not to the country as a whole.
The changes suffered by the government were the
doing of a daring, resolute and brave minority;
Louis XV knew it, and feared the hostility of a.
few philosophers and magistrates more than
popular risings or street disturbances.

At the end of his reign he had begun a great
work of cleansing, and of reform and adaptation
to future necessities; it was a work carried on
against the interests of privileged bodies and out-
of-date custom and routine; but it was a work
necessary to combat the ferment of insurrection
and lessen its violence.

Till his death Louis XV kept in check the
disintegration which threatened the highest spheres
of society and was gradually filtering in amongst
the people. In 1774 it became an urgent matter
to continue the task undertaken, without fault,
hesitation or error. Now the new king, in ten
years, accumulated every possible fault, hesitation
and error; he dug his own grave and the monarchy's
too; and he unconsciously participated in the
destruction of the ideal whose guard and repre-
sentative he was.
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